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Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I call up
amendment No. 2916.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Wyoming [Mr. Enzi], for
Mr. MCCONNELL, proposes an amendment
numbered 2916 to amendment No. 2874.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.’’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, over
the last several years our country has
taken some important steps forward
when it comes to health care. More
than 16 million people have gained the
peace of mind and security that comes
with having health care coverage. Tens
of millions of people with preexisting
conditions no longer have to worry
about insurance companies turning
them away. Young adults in our coun-
try are able to stay covered under their
parents’ insurance as they start out in
life. And there is so much more. But, as
I have said many times, the work did
not end when the Affordable Care Act
passed—far from it. I am ready to con-
tinue working with anyone who has
good ideas about how to continue mak-
ing health care more affordable, ex-
pand coverage, and improve quality of
care.

Unfortunately, with this latest tired
political effort to dismantle critical
health care reforms, my Republican
colleagues are once again making it
clear that they want to take our health
care system back to the bad old days.
This is a major substitute amendment
that my Republican colleagues just of-
fered. It is yet another effort to pander
to the extreme political base rather
than working with us to strengthen
health care for our families.

Even the Parliamentarian agreed
with us today that repealing these im-
portant premium stabilization pro-
grams does not have a sufficient budget
impact and is subject to the Byrd rule.

So I am raising a point of order today
to strike section 105(b) from the
amendment, which repeals the risk cor-
ridor program. It is a vital program to
make sure premiums are affordable and
stable for our working families. Re-
pealing it would result in increased
premiums, more uninsured, and less
competition in the market.

This amendment represents a step
forward for our health care system, not
backward. I hope Republicans will drop
the politics and join us in supporting
it.

Mr. President, I raise a point of order
that section 105(b) of the pending
amendment violates section
313(b)(1)(D) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, ‘‘premium
stabilization’ is a fancy term for bail-
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out. What this basically seeks to strike
out is a provision that takes out the
money for a bailout fund, for taxpayer
money that would be used to bail out
insurance companies that participate
in ObamaCare. Why should the Amer-
ican taxpayer have to bail out private
insurance companies that are losing
money on ObamacCare?

Last year, because we passed this
provision, we saved the American tax-
payers $2.5 billion. But now, because
these companies have lobbyists who
come up here and lobby to get their
money, we are supposed to leave in this
fund to bail out private insurance com-
panies. This is outrageous.

If you want to be involved in the ex-
changes—and of course I want us to re-
peal the whole lot, but if you want to
be involved in these exchanges and you
lose money, the American taxpayer
should not have to bail you out to the
tune of over $2 billion, and that is what
they are asking for.

Mr. President, pursuant to section
904 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 and the waiver provisions of appli-
cable budget resolutions, I move to
waive all applicable sections of that
act and applicable budget resolutions
for purposes of amendment No. 2916,
and I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 326 Leg.]

YEAS—52

Alexander Fischer Perdue
Ayotte Flake Portman
Barrasso Gardner Risch
Blunt Graham Roberts
Boozman Grassley Rounds
Burr Hatch Rubio
Capito Heller
Cassidy Hoeven ::f)ii
Coats Inhofe Sessi

essions
Cochran Isakson Shelby
Collins Johnson .
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee Thune
Crapo McCain Tillis
Cruz McConnell Toomey
Daines Moran Vitter
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul

NAYS—47

Baldwin Durbin Markey
Bennet Feinstein McCaskill
Blumenthal Franken Menendez
Booker Gillibrand Merkley
Boxer Heinrich Mikulski
Brown Heitkamp Murphy
Cantwell Hirono Murray
Cardin Kaine Nelson
Carper King Peters
Casey Kirk Reed
Coons Klobuchar Reid
Corker Leahy Schatz
Donnelly Manchin Schumer
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Shaheen Udall Whitehouse
Stabenow Warner Wyden
Tester Warren
NOT VOTING—1
Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 47.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.
The point of order is sustained, and
section 105(b) is stricken.

The Democratic leader.

AMENDMENT NO. 2917 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2916

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the
clerk to report amendment No. 2917.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2917 to
amendment No. 2916.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To strike the reinstatement of the

tax on employee health insurance pre-

miums and health plan benefits)

In section 209, strike subsection (c).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. There is no shortage of
contradictions today from my Repub-
lican friends. The first amendment was
called, “If you like what you have, you
can keep it.”" A couple of hours later,
the same Republicans came back and
voted to strip the health care for 22
million Americans.

In one of the few bipartisan moments
today, 90 Senators voted to remove the
provision that would restart the Cad-
illac tax in 2025. Yet minutes later, the
Republican leader offered the pending
substitute amendment to put that pro-
vision back in.

Do they really believe those who op-
pose the Cadillac tax will not recognize
that they voted with them and then
immediately reversed themselves and
voted against them? I am offering them
a chance to correct the record.

My amendment will again remove
the provision that restarts the Cadillac
tax in 2025. I urge all Senators, particu-
larly the 90 who just voted yes, to sup-
port this amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I appreciate
the senior Senator from Nevada pro-
tecting the bipartisan amendment that
was put forward by the junior Senator
from Nevada to make sure that stays
in the bill. I suggest that we have a
voice vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the amendment.

The amendment (No. 2917) was agreed
to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin.

AMENDMENT NO. 2919 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2016
(Purpose: To ensure that individuals can
keep their health insurance coverage)

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I call
up amendment No. 2919.




